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Extract from the "Journal" February 1747,

" Sunday, I5th. I was very weak and faint; but
on Monday the i6th I rose soon after three, lively
and strong. . . . The wind was turned full north,
and blew so exceedingly hard and keen that when
we came to Hatfield neither my companions nor
I had much use of our hands or feet. After resting
an hour, we bore up again, through the wind and
snow which drove full in our faces. But this was
only a squall. In Baldock Field the storm began
in earnest. The large hail drove so vehemently in
our faces that we could not see, nor hardly breathe.
However, before two o'clock we reached Baldock,
where one met and conducted us safe to Potton.
About six I preached to a serious congregation.

" Tuesday, i7th. We set out as soon as it was
well light i but it was really hard work to get for-
ward, for the frost would not well bear or break ;
and the untracked snow covering all the roads, we
had much ado to keep our horses on their feet.
Meantime the wind rose higher and higher, till
it was ready to overturn both man and beast.
However, after a short bait at Buckden, we pushed
on, and were met in the middle of an open field
with so violent a storm of rain and hail as we had
not yet had before. It drove through our coats,
great and small, boots and everything, and yet
froze as it fell, even upon our eyebrows, so that
we had scarce either strength or motion left when
we came to our inn at Stilton,